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In this graduate course, you will develop an understanding of how economic forces contribute to trends in 
fertility, marriage, migration, and mortality, and how these in turn interact with the labor market and public 
policy.  You will learn to apply the tools of labor economics and applied econometrics to the study of 
economic demography, including causal inference, data analysis, and measurement. You will have the 
opportunity to present to the class, and will have assignments that are complementary with dissertation 
work. The course assumes a solid background in economic theory and a basic understanding of regression 
analysis and empirical methods. 
 
Requirements (and grading weight): 
 
A. Participation (15%)  Everyone is expected to participate in class discussions. Quality is valued over 

quantity. Attendance is expected as part of your participation grade.  
 

B. Reaction papers to assigned readings (15%) By 8:00 a.m. on each class day for which we have 
assigned reading, you will submit a one-page paper (double-spaced) summarizing your thoughts on the 
material and identifying any questions you have or items you would like to discuss with the class. You 
have a lot of flexibility in what you write, but it should not just be a summary—it should reflect 
meaningful engagement with the reading. Papers should be uploaded to Canvas as a .pdf file. You may 
skip one reaction paper during the course. 
 

C. In-class paper presentation (15%) 
 Each student will be assigned one paper to present to the class, in a 25-minute presentation. Roughly, 

the first 15 minutes should be a summary of the paper, with a format similar to a conference 
presentation. The last 10 minutes should be a discussion that critiques the paper and/or proposes 
directions for future research. 

 
D. Paper and Related Presentations (35% and 20%, respectively) 

The main assignment for the course is a paper. For the first part of the paper, you will produce 3 tables 
and/or figures that document a trend in fertility, marriage, migration, mortality, or income distribution. 
This may replicate or extend a paper we have seen in class by (for example) using data from another 
country or time period, or by documenting heterogeneity in the trend across groups. We will share these 
tables and figures in class on Sept. 27 & 29 to get feedback. For the second part of the paper, you will 
list three research questions that are inspired by your tables/figures, and develop one of them in detail.  
The paper is due on Oct. 13, in Canvas. 

 
Canvas:  Our website within Canvas (canvas.nd.edu) will have slides, assignment information, and more. 
You will also use it to submit your reaction pieces and final paper. 
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Honor Code information:  In signing the university’s honor code, you agreed not to participate in or 
tolerate academic dishonesty. I expect you to adhere to this strictly, and any violations will be reported to 
the Associate Provost. Please ask if you have any questions or need clarification about the expectations. 
 
Use of AI: For the purposes of this class, you may not use ChatGPT or other AI software 
without checking with me first. If you have ideas about how to use AI in a way that is complementary with 
the learning objectives for the course, I would be happy to hear them. 
 
Privacy: As a learning community, we are collectively responsible for upholding privacy protection 
standards. As your instructor, I am committed to protecting your privacy by only using University-
approved course technologies and adhering to Family and Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
guidelines. This includes only using your educational data for legitimate educational purposes and only 
sharing that with the University for legitimate purposes (for instance, submitting your final grades to the 
Registrar). As learning community members, I ask that each of us commit to the following basic privacy 
protection standards: 

• Do not pin, take screenshots, or share video of our class sessions or any recorded lectures, and do 
not share discussion thread posts from Canvas. 

• Do not post images or identifiable conversations that occur in class to social media or to those 
beyond our learning community (this violates both general privacy and FERPA standards). 

 
Accommodations and Resources: 
If you are in need of support for your mental or emotional health for any reason, you can talk to me.  You 
can also find helpful resources at https://supportandcare.nd.edu/, including information about Care and 
Wellness Consultants. The Writing Center, Gender Relations Center, Multicultural Student Services and 
Programs, and International Student and Scholar Affairs are also available on campus. 
 
Information on requesting accommodations for students with disabilities is available at 
https://supportandcare.nd.edu/for-students/current-students/accessibility-support/.  
 
Lauren’s Promise:  I will listen and believe you if someone is threatening or harassing you. 
 
Lauren McCluskey, a 21-year old student at the University of Utah and the daughter of economist Jill 
McCluskey, was murdered on Oct. 22, 2018 by a man she briefly dated.  I am committed to doing what I 
can to make sure this does not happen again. 
 
If you are in immediate danger, call 911.  If you are experiencing sexual assault, domestic violence, stalking, 
or harassment you can report it to me.  You should be aware that I am a mandatory reporter, which means 
that I am required to report these instances to the university’s Title IX Coordinator or Deputy Title IX 
Coordinator to investigate.  You can also learn about your options (on-campus and off-campus, 
confidential and not) at http://titleix.nd.edu.   
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Schedule 
(Subject to change.) 

* = Assigned Reading 
 

Dates Topic for Readings and Lectures Student Paper Presentation 

Aug. 23 Introduction 
What is economic demography? 
The power of descriptive work. 

 

Aug. 28 Economic Theories of Fertility 
* Lindo (2010); Angrist, Lavy, & Schlosser (2010); 
Black et al. (2013).  

 

Aug. 30 Empirical Studies of Fertility 
* Bailey, 2010; Kearney & Levine (2012) 

Gonzáles & Trommlerová 
(2023) 

Sept. 4 
 

Baby Booms and Busts 
* Downes (2023); Albanesi & Olivetti (2009); 
Berman, Iannoccone, & Ragusa (2012); Buckles, 
Guldi, & Schmidt (2021). 

 

Sept. 6 Children and Women’s Labor Force 
Outcomes 
* Kleven, Landais, & Sogaard, 2019; Kleven, 
Landais, & Sogaard, 2021; Meyer & Rosenbaum, 
2001.  

Miller, Wherry, and Foster 
(2019) 

Sept. 11 Family Structure and Human Capital 
*Black, Devereux, & Salvanes, 2005; Buckles & 
Munnich, 2012. 

Price (2008) 

Sept. 13 Economic Models of Marriage 
* Bronson & Mazzocco (2023); Stevenson & 
Wolfers (2007); McKinnish (2007) 

 

Sept. 18 Empirical Studies of Marriage and Divorce 
Abramowitz (2016); Brien, Dickert-Conlin and 
Weaver (2004); Buckles, Guldi, and Price (2010); 
Lowes (2022) 

Folke & Rickne (2020) 

Sept. 20 
 

Assortative Mating, Inequality, and 
Intergenerational Transmission 
* Olivetti et al. (2020); Eika, Mogstad, & Zafar, 
2019. 

Clark & Cummins (2022) 

Sept. 25 Intergenerational Mobility Estimates 
* Ward (2023); Chetty et al. (2017) 

 

Sept. 27 
& Sept. 29 
 

In-class discussions of tables & figures 
(note extra Friday class, meeting in 3rd        
floor seminar room) 

 

Oct. 2 No class 
 

 

   



Oct. 4 Migration 
* Derenoncourt (2022); Black et al. (2015); Bazzi 
et al. (2023); Jia et al. (2023) 

Oct. 9 Mortality: Deaths of Despair (?) 
* Case & Deaton, 2015, and comments; * Currie 
& Schwandt (2016); Muennig et al. (2018); 
Buckles, Evans, & Lieber, 2020. 

 

Oct. 11 Racial Disparities in Mortality 
* Phelan & Link (2015); Logan & Parman (2018); 
Gould & Wilson (2020); * Spriggs (2020) 
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